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Discovering Osteopathic Antiquity in Historical
Osteopathic Pamphlets

Early Osteopathic pamphlets published between 1910-1928 were used to advertise
Osteopathic information and share early Osteopathic philosophy--reflective of the time but relevant today
INTRODUCTION

DR. STANHOPE BUNTING /AOA PAMPHLETS

Dr. Stanhope Bunting became a pioneer for the dissemination
of early osteopathic information:
“Working as a reporter for a Chicago newspaper,
Bunting was sent off to Kirksville in the mid-1890s to
write a story on Still and his movement. Impressed with
what he found, he soon returned to enroll. After
graduating with his DO degree in 1900, he settled again
in Chicago, where he started a practice and took night
classes at a medical college to further his education. In
1901 the busy Dr. Bunting introduced two continuing
monthly publications; the Osteopathic Physician, for the
practitioner only, dedicated to voicing all sides of every
professional controversy; and Osteopathic Health, which
was aimed exclusively at the general public. Compared to
previous lay literature, OH, as it was commonly called,
contained little in the hard-sell vein. Instead, there were
broad discussions of the philosophy, principles, and
practice of osteopathy.”

During the early 20th century, Osteopathic
information was circulated by way of journals,
pamphlets, booklets and leaflets. Dr. R.H. Williams,
Dr. Henry Stanhope Bunting, and the American
Osteopathic Association published materials that
could be purchased as a way to market Osteopathy.
These early forms of “patient handouts” have
distinct messages about Osteopathic medicine as
illustrated during that time.
The D’Angelo Library’s objective was to digitize the
Williams, Bunting, and AOA pamphlet collections
to preserve and make available these iconic
sources of Osteopathic information.
METHODS

 Identified/compiled 23 pamphlets published by
Dr. R.H. Williams, the Bunting Publishing Co., or
the AOA
 Evaluated, researched and scanned items for
digital display

Gevitz, N., The DOs: Osteopathic Medicine in America, 2004,
the Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore.

DR. R. H. WILLIAMS PAMPHLETS

National Magazine
Vol. L
April, 1921-May, 1922
pgs. 187, 188

“The field of Osteopathy is limited only by those comparatively few diseases in
which the pathologic destruction of the tissues has gone so far that regeneration is
physically impossible and for which there is no known cure.”
Howard T. Treleaven, DO, Health at Par

“Osteopathic Health was the first
periodical to enter the field as a special
form of advertising for any profession.
The first number appeared in 1901, and it
has been issued monthly ever since. It
was founded on the principle that
advertising is education and education is
advertising. Henry Stanhope Bunting,
A.B., M.D., D.O., was the originator of
this unique idea, and he was the first to
devise and put into effect ethical
professional educational advertising.”
Booth, E.R., History of Osteopathy and TwentiethCentury Medical Practice, 1924, Caxton Press, Cincinnati.

CONCLUSIONS

Dr. R. H. Williams published a collection of leaflets
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Early Osteopathic journals, booklets, pamphlets, and leaflets are scarce due to their small size and
limited printing, but are significant sources in which physicians have shared information. The 23
pamphlets that have been a part of the D’Angelo Library’s Special Collections were, until recently, only
available in print format. By digitizing this collection, the library has made it accessible and has
preserved these unique pieces of Osteopathic history. Common themes in these pamphlets underscore
the broad scope of Osteopathy and guide students of early historical Osteopathic medicine down a path
which shapes the Osteopathic approach to patient care today. http://kcumb.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/

